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rFIiCcCT ton 
MUST BOOKS 
June 12 
Forester, C.S. THE CAPTAIN FROM CONNECTICUT Little, Brown 


This is a new departure for Forester and one with which he seems less at 
ease. His central character might have been a Captain Hornblower transposed into a 
Connecticut naval captain running the British blockade in the War of 1812. He is just 
such another staunch patriot, serious minded, wedded to his ship, and the sea, and 
bowled over by a pretty face. His assignment was to harass the shipping of the At- 
lantic, to sink prizes where the crew could not be spared, to take them to southern 
waters, and to reach the British West Indies. He achieved the impossible with true 
Forester precision in a succession of rousing encounters, and then in the Caribbean 
off Martinique he met up with the fact that France was once more a monarchy, and that 
maritime law forbade battle in neutral waters. The enforced armistice kept his ship 
and three British ships in Martinique's harbor and gave him time for romantic adven- 
ture. A new bit of history, but Forester has unfortunately standardized his charac- 
ters and one has a sense of stock figures playing new parts. Not up to his usual 
standard, but his audience - men especially, will probably find it good naval adven- 
ture. He certainly does his sea fights supremely well. $2.50 


A DARK HORSE 


July 9 
MacInnes, Helen ABOVE SUSPICION Little, Brown 
. Here, after many a slow month, is a holding and hotfooted story of adven- 


ture, constant danger, and very superior suspense, for the Escape market. It is less 
of a novel than Escape, less substantial certainly in characterization. But for what 
it is, it's a crack job - a skilled and breathless tale of the hunt and the hunted, 
with the story of a young married couple's anonymous excursion into Germany, France 
and Austria on the heels of the Gestapo. Richard and Frances Miles, he a young Oxford 
don, both charming, civilized and above suspicion, go to the continent to locate a val- 
uable underground agent - who is believed to be in the hands of the Gestapo - and only 
traceable through a series of sub agents. From Paris to Nurnberg to Innsbruck to the 
mountain village of Pertisan, from bistro to village inns to hidden bookshops, (the 
decors are nicely built up), they fellow one pretty elusive clue after another, until 
they finally rescue the agent only for Frances to be caught by the Gestapo head man 
And, with the help of a young liberal journalist and an Oxford student they eventually 
escape. Richard and Frances are gay and gallant company, and this is non-stop reading 
which should rent and sell easily. $2.50 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 





May 19 
MacLeod, Norman THE BITTER ROOTS Smith & Durrell 


A second novel, of a boyhood in Montana, of the familiar, awkward, cruel 
experiences of adolescence which belong to many. On the whole it is a rougher version 
than most, with a substantial amount of sex and of violence, as seen through the eyes 
of Pauly Graig, the least aggressive and most sensitive of the gang. The time is 1917 
and 1918, with the war, and beginning labor riots as a background. Episodically 
handled, there is the deliberate drowning of another child in the swimming hole, there 
is Betty Darling, whom Pauly idolizes from afar while the other boys get considerably 
nearer, first trys at cirgarettes, liquor, and whores, etc. An authentic feel to it, 
no doubt a good bit of autobiography, but the failure on the part of any of the boys, 
even Pauly, to attach the reader's sympathy lessens it appeal. Not for P.L.'s. $2.50 


May 21 
Ralch, Jack LAMPS AT HIGH NOON Modern Age 


A novel of a WPA Writers’ Project and the people heading and staffing it, 
centering round Charlie Gest, whose unemployment is ended with the setting up of the 
project. The director's cat and mouse policy and political connections are discussed 
and faced up to by Gest and vigorous, rowdy Matson; the boss stranglehold of a neigh- 
boring town comes into the picture; the national head makes his sincerity and intelli- 
gence felt; Matson, uncovering financial chicanery, is framed and fired and Gest joins 
the strike to reinstate him, is let down by the national head, and loses his job. A 
somewhat Saroyan-ish quality in the introspection, championing of the underdog, mul- 
tiplicity of fields of interest besides characters. A long bit of wordmongering that 


has some good stuff, but it's too widespread. $2.50 
May 23 
Bulla, Clyde R. THESE BRIGHT YOUNG DREAMS Penn 


These bright young dreams sometimes tarnish, as Mildred learns when she 
marries penniless, here today, gone tomorrow Denny who can't seem to make a go of any- 
thing and so sidesteps his marriage. Mildred, determined to hang on to it, finds her- 
self unwillingly and unwittingly the center of other romantic entanglements. For ex- 
pediency, she almost remarries another when she finds Denny, making a success of the 
old farm he inherited, and they get together again. Home style, and pretty plain 


cooking at that. $2.00 
2 

Rhys, John Llewelyn ENGLAND IS MY VILLAGE Reynal & Hitchcock 

° A book of short stories about the R.A.F. by a young pilot who died in ac- 


like de Saint Exupery, goes beyond 


tion last August, a writer of signal promise who, 
In clean, spare, 


the external experience of flight to convey it in terms of life. 
tense prose, he has caught all the loneliness, the terror, the beauty and the exhilara- 
tion of the sky. The short stories, built around personal experiences and actual events, 
are varied; the world war flier - now a has-been; the youngster with a broken back; a 
test flight; a record long distance; etc., etc. Throughout the significance of life 

and death, heightened by the author's awareness of the latter, gives intensity to his 


Short stories are hard to sell, and the abundance of autobiographical R.A.F. 
$2.00 


work. 
accounts adds another hurdle - but these are nice reading. 
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June 3 


Seymour, Beatrice Kean FOOL OF TIME Macmillan 


A rather slim plot used as a vehicle for a story of modern youth in rebel- 
lion - the time, just yesterday, the period of non-intervention in Spain. Points of view 
are personified through various members of a family - the mother, a frustrated artist; 
the father, an autocrat, old school, concealing his love for his sister-in-law who 
just now returns from America; the eldest son, torn by the conflict in Spain and de- 
termined to get in; the eldest daughter, in love with an older man, a bit of a bound- 
er who represents the isolationist viewpoint. In the resolving of the various con- 
flicts, and romances, lies the story, too introspective, too retrospective, and al- 
ready too dated. The market for which she writes expects an English parallel to the 
Helen Hull type of better class rental library story. The setting and characters 


qualify, but the book as a whole seems pleasant though unimportant. $2.50 
June E 20 
McKee, Ruth Eleanor CHRISTOPHER STRANGE Doubleday, Doran 


Ruth McKee is a thorough scholar and historian, consistently changing set- 
tings, handling material off the beaten track with dependable authority, tracing her 
plot against a sound, authentic background. This is the story of a New England father 
and son, products of Emerson's Concord, transplanted to the New California and develop- 
ing unsuspected depths and fresh interests in the new setting. Stormily introduced to 
the land of opportunity on the ranch of an Irish judge married to an exquisite Span- 
iard, the checkered careers of the mixed nationalities point up many of the complex- 
ities of the new state. Three generations are spanned, though the son is the central 
character, along with the Irish-Spanish daughter. A good tale, granted an interest 
in the dramatic pattern of the California of graft and doubledealing, of troubled days 
as a pawn before the Civil War, of a far frontier necessitating a new Vigilance Com- 
mittee. Overlong for the average reader - but of permanent value for the Coast. $3.00 


June 11 
Abbott, Jane LORRIE Lippincott 


Penniless orphan Lorrie is forced to go to her uncle's home after a severe 
illness, and there manages to win one cousin's heart, steal another's beau, get her- 
self engaged, connive with her grandmother and evade her uncle's rigid disapproval. 
But scandal breaks over her dancing, illness intervenes, and she finds she does not 
love the man to whom she thinks she has given her heart, but really loves another and 


grandmother smooths it all out. No mental indigestion - just maybe a vague malaise. 
$2.00 


June 17 
Ruck, Berta PIANCES¢ ARE RELATIVES Dodd, Mead 


The war just seems to help those youngsters capitulate suddenly - as Berta 
shows in this story of the young R.A.F. hero pilot, Jim, and Elizabeth, for whom he 
takes a nose dive. All told by an older friend and helping-hand, who, siding with 
Jim, tries to keep Elizabeth from marrying money (for the sake of her family, of 
course), and helps Jim to get engaged when he is taken prisoner in Germany. He es- 
capes ~ Elizabeth breaks her engagement - and all's well at curfew. Sunkissed. $2.00 
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June z | 


Kingd, Mary QUINCIE BOLLIVER Houghton, Mifflin 


A long, solid and graphic story localized in a Texas oil town, a novel with 
a certain blunt strength derived from its obvious authenticity - but with no cumula- 
tive action, and therefore holding power. It is a loosely woven story, a series of 
episodes over a period of years in the life of Quincie, who comes to the oil field 
with her father, a mule skinner. Of his second marriage, to Judith Paradise, a hard, 
masculine woman —- living in the hopes of sudden wealth through oil; of Elly, her 
daughter, who matures more quickly and more gracefully than Quincie and steals her 
first love; of Elly's death (after pregnancy and abortion), and Quincie's final recog- 
nition of her love for a sturdy, faithful oil man. Oppressive heat, squalor, and dust 
shrouding the danger - and glamor - of the oil field, and the lives spent under its 


promise, all portrayed with great realism. $2 50 
June 23 
Deeping, Warwick THE DARK HOUSE Knopf 


An earnest and ambitious young doctor is forced by circumstances into vil- 
lage and rural practice - and this is the story of a misfit, a square peg in a round 
hole, of community politics and backbiting and jealousies, of a character changing 
under uncongenial work - and coming near to wrecking not only his professional career, 
but his home as well. And of a young and lovely and understanding wife who handles 
a difficult situation and brings her husband back into his rightful place. Somewhat 
different from the routine Deeping pattern, but it will doubtless hold the dependable 
market this author has established - though it will not expand it noticeably. $2.50 


July 11 


Doner, Mary Frances NOT BY BREAD ALONE Doubleday, Doran 


A long, wholesome woman's novel, with the Great Lakes and its freighters 
and shipping as a background for feminine solutions to marital problems. It has some- 
what of the early Ferber-Hurst feel in the emotional aspects, and is a satisfying and 
substantial piece for more serious rentals. The story includes three generations, and 
of how each woman, offered marriage with money, ease and security, took the hard way 
and married the men they had to support and protect. Saving themselves and their fam- 
ilies by their ability to cook, this line of women wore the pants in an effort to make - 


and keep - their men happy. $2.50 


Rodger, Sarah-Elizabeth NOT WITH MY HEART Doubleday, Doran 


. * I 


How Lucinda, stultified in her small Maryland hometown, finds a means to 


ot 


get out when she meets — and hurriedly marries Stowe, of a wealthy New York rotogravure 
family. She finds life in New York difficult, running up against a frozen family front 
which will not include her, and when she drifts in, innocently, with a fast cafe society 
set, and changes rotogravure to tabloid, Stowe splits with her. Pregnancy, loss of the 
child, and much suffering finally reveals her love for Stowe - and she convinces him 

and gets him back. Intelligent enough light rental story. 


$2.00 
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July 14 
Brand, Max DR. KILDARE TAKES CHARGE Dodd, Mead 


Young windmill-tilter, Doc Kildare, lends a hand to all sorts of problems 
when he (a) prevents a very young couple from keeping a suicide pact, and (b) brings 
progressive medicine to the hidebound town of Medwick. The town, illness ridden, is 
most hostile to the five young doctors who come there to practice - cooperatively - 
until the leading citizen, and head of the opposition, is forced to turn to Kildare 
for help and revises his opinion about young medicos. Another fast and friendly 


Kildare story for a guessable market. $2.00 
Practically Published 
Beebe, Ralph WHO FOUGHT AND BLED Coward, McCann 


A segment of the War of 1812, when Boston-Harvard Hale, heir to property 
in the west (Dayton, Ohio), goes out there with Buck Stark as a partner, and finds a 
great divergence in opinions about the war - and the need to fight for their lands. 
Hale, with his eastern ways, lands in trouble all along the way - from which Buck's 
ingenuity extricates them. When the war comes, they both join the Scouts and as non- 
professional soldiers, see the war from a special angle, hear the discontent with Hull 
and his dilatory procedure, with his methods, with the government, with the East and 
its British lovers. Buck acts as spy and courier - keeping an eye on Hale and helps 
him escape from an Indian invasion. No romance, more an account of facts, campaigns, 


attitudes - east versus west, the "milishy" and the Army. Better for men, I'd say. 


Hollander, Frederick THOSE TORN FROM EARTH Liveright 


A cross section of a group of Germans, Jews and Aryans, forced, through 
religion or beliefs, to become refugees seeking security, livelihood and roots in 
foreign countries. To Paris, England and finally Hollywood they wander, some finding 
what they seek, others answering their questions only in death. The story is primarily 
concerned with Hamforter, a symphony conductor, who finds happiness in marriage and 
growing fame, but is pursued by the fate of an old friend still in Germany and returns 
to his native land to rescue him. There is a film director, unable to adjust to Holly- 
wood - pinning his hopes on a madman's whim. Another goes to Palestine and after an un- 
successful venture in soda fountaining, gets another chance in pictures there. And so 
forth. The group chosen here, fairly well situated, with no acute joblessness or pov- 
erty, and a potential profession, represent a desperateness of mind, rather than phys- 
ical deprivation. Their suffering, mental and emotional, does not arouse as general 


a sympathy, though James Hilton's and Thomas Mann's comments are highly laudatory. 
(May 9) $2.50 


Announcing for May 12 


Cervantes (Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra) Random House 


DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA 


A new edition, translated by Peter Motteux, with wood engravings by Hans 
Alexander Mueller. This continues the standard set by previous Random House special 
editions, fine print, good paper, and a lovely piece of bookmaking. Boxed at $5.00 
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COUNTER-IRRITANTS DEPARTMENT 
May 7 
Lowndes, Mrs. Belloc BEFORE THE STORM Longmans, Green 


Playgirl Dina loses her fortune - and her heart - and holds a key position 
in a jewel encrusted matron's home, when the jewels are stolen due to her giveaway. 
A Mrs. Dovedale, her nemesis, tries to marry Dina off (for a consideration) to a super- 
wealthy man, makes a second attempt at theft, plots to kill Dina's young Wing Com- 
mander, but fortunately fails. Gilded gentry in a just-before-this-war setting..... 


if you must, $2.00 
June 2 iy 


Leffingwell, Albert NINE AGAINST NEW YORK Henry Holt 


A confusing concoction of espionage and counter espionage, set and styled 
1942, of a Nazi organization and a projected airblitz of New York. Amplified mystery- 
adventure, when a newspaper columnist, vacationing in Paris, gets involved with a 
worldly set of spies and "observers", and returns to New York to find himself drawn 
into highpowered intrigue - centering around "The Nine", an underground Nazi hotbed. 
Double murder, double double cross, and high voltage tearing around by all. Now you ee 


see it, now you don't (more often don't) manner for a quick chiller. $2.50 
June 34 
Grey, Zane TWIN SOMBREROS Harper 


The good old reliable story teller spinning another tale of romance, hero- 
ism, murder and openspaces. Brazos Keene, arrested, then freed for a murder of which 
he is innocent, loses his heart to the murdered man's twin sisters, sticks around to 


find the real killers and houseclean the community. He does. Par. $2.00 
June 10 

Raine, William MacLeod THEY CALLED HIM BLUE BLAZES Houghton, Mifflin 

as Clay Sanger (Blue Blazes), for his daring against the gunmen of the Dia- 


mond X Ranch, gets the job of marshal and of bringing the law to the wide open range 
town. He Wins Friends and Influences (ballistically) People, escapes ambushes, foils 


a plot framing him with murder, wins a wife and wipes out the killers. AlI~-a welcome 


Raine. $2.00 


June 11 


McCloy, Helen THE DEADLY TRUTH Morrow 


Basil Willing, psychologist sleuth, adeptly ambles through the demise of 
a vicious beauty who had much cash to boot. A small and select cast of consistent 
liars doesn't help matters much. Clever distribution of suspicion and opportunity and 
motive for an anybody's guess solution. Wealthy Long Island setting. Good. $2.00 L 


June 17 


Rhodes, John SIGNAL FOR DEATH Dodd, Mead 


Dr. Priestley, Superintendent Hanslet, and Lt. Waghorn bucking Sth colunm- 
nists in wartime England, as Waghorn special services to protect a hush-hush army job, 
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Hanslet incognitoes for enemy impenetration, and there are arranged bombings, local 
disturbances, ending in murder, with Priestley presiding at the unraveling. Delib- 


erate. $2.00 
June 19 

Hilliard, A.R. JUSTICE BE DAMNED Farrar & Rinehart 

° Winner of the second Mary Roberts Rinehart Mystery Novel Prize Contest, 


and though composed of some highpowered melodramatic elements (leprosy, blackmail, 
bribery, conspiracy, abduction, subornation of perjury) is a trickily, well worked tale 
of a courtroom used for a murder plot, while a trial for murder is going on. Plot 
framed within a plot well done, though ending includes some new material for reader. 
$2.00 


June 20 
Perdue, Virginia THE CASE OF THE GRIEVING MONKEY Doubleday, Doran 


Amazonian Mrs. Eleanora Burke, investigator for the D.A.'s office, snoops 
into possible attempts against the life of Mrs. Gartley, explorer and naturalist, 
whose husband is a heel and soon deaded. A Nazi, a mysterious chauffeur, family ruc- 
tions, two more deaders, family revelations and the killer confronted. California 
setting for household homicide. $2.00 


July 7 
Gruber, Frank THE HUNGRY DOG Farrar & Rinehart 
Johnny Fletcher and Sam Cragg, Damon and Pythias when Cragg inherits from 
an uncle who turns out to have been a bookie, gambler, and owner of 200 St. Bernards. 


They run into money monkeyshines, a vanished fortune, slot machines, neighborly enmity, 
bruisers and murders - and escape from behind the eight ball with their lives but no 


money. Good pace for hit and run entertainment. , $2.00 
July 8 
MacVeigh, Sue DEAD MAN'S HOUSE Houghton, Mifflin 


Sue, in Andy's absence, goes to visit a distant cousin in Michigan and ac- 
quits herself well, solving a case of triple murder, arson and insanity. All seemingly 
to do with three ex~husbands on the scene and vying for the property of pretty Claire, 
of two bitter spinsters, a queer housekeeper, and Cousin Henry with an overweening pas- 
sion for lichens. Plenty doing - and Sue is one of the better grade crime causeuses. 


$2.00 
wo Bl 78 
Haycox, Ernest TRAIL TOWN Little, Brown 
sine Head and shoulders above other Westerns, this story of the fight for the 


extermination of Race Street, whose dance halls and saloons reap the cowboys' money. 

The two powers - of the respectable people and the rowdy element - combine to appoint 
Mitchell-as Marshal, who eventually cleans up Race Street. Outstanding for believable 
plot and topnotch writing. $2.00 

















—————— 
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July 11 
Millar, Margaret THE INVISIBLE WORM Doubleday, Doran 


Mystery with a light touch, and apt quotations from William Blake as Dr. 
Paul Prye (sorry) hinders, helps, and harasses the official investigation of several 
murders. Mental unbalance, love affairs, blackmail, poison, and other divers problems 
provide the obstacles, and a setting of the stage reveals the killer. Amiable. $2.00 


July 14 “ 
Cheyney, Peter A TRAP FOR BELLAMY | Dodd, Mead 


How Bellamy, the debonair drunk, is rehired by a propaganda organization 
to investigate the leakage of valuable information - and theoretically to hang himself 
as chief suspect. He also finds a murder framed nicely for him. Much drinking, much 
dalliance as Bellamy sleuths via errant ladies, and does a neat reverse to catch the 
seller-outers at the close. Tough enough tale - quick too. $2.00 #~ 


Gregory, Jackson GUARDIANS OF THE TRAIL ~* Dodd, Mead 


Beaucoup amour as California Cupid provides the hazards for young Morgan's 
determination to kill the slayer of his best friend, and finds his enemy is the brother 
of the girl to whom he loses his heart, and head of a gang of murderous outlaws. But 
Morgan is the gent throughout, threatening and teaching the brother his method of 
fighting, administering his own kind of justice, and getting the girl in spite of his 
resolve. Satisfactory sagebrushwork. $2.00 


July ?? 
Hughes, Dorothy B. THE BAMBOO BLONDE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Con and Griselda (The So Blue Marble) second honeymooning in California 
and Griselda constantly in tremors with bodies, intimidation, jealousy and fear her 
close companions. Con is jailed, disappears, a newsman and a Major haunt Griselda, 
U.S. secrets are in danger - but it all clears up with Con to the rescue, though 
Griselda doubts the possibility of any future peace and quiet. Equalling (almost) but 


not surpassing previous titles - with well sustained suspense. $2.00 
OR FECT Ee oe 
MUST BOOKS 
May 15 
Struther, Jan-Ed. WOMEN OF BRITAIN Harcourt Brace 
. A selection of letters from women in Britain, presented with an introduc- 


tion and a running commentary by Jan Struther. Here, once again, is reflected the 
quiet loyalty and courage of an entire people through the’ small detail of everyday 
life. And here also is that very "determined determination" which so amazes and so 
inspires. Jan Struther has assembled these letters to show one aspect of the war 
largely - that of the disruption of family life as for the first time England faces 

a war which means equal terror and devastation for those at homeand those abroad. 
Through these letters one reads the varied reactions of women of all ages, all classes, 
in London, in the suburbs, in the country, reactions of bewilderment - of anger - of 
resignation. Here is total war with all the "ordinariness and extraordinariness” 

which accompanies it. It cannot fail but have great dramatic and human interest. 
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There have been a good many other books of this type, but the Jan Struther name will 


undoubtedly carry this one a good bit farther than its predecessors. $2 .50 
May 29 
Harding, Bertita AMAZON THRONE Bobbs=Merrill 


Here, with her unfailing sense of the dramatic and the picturesque, Ber- 
tita Harding has unfolded a story little known to the American audience, the 
checkered career of Brazil's Portuguese rulers. Three generations she has aptly 
designated as The Emigrant, the story of Dom Joaa and Infanta Carlotta and the mad 
mother queen, Maria of Braganza, who had escaped from the Napoleonic armies in Lisbon 
and been accepted joyfully by the people of Brazil; The Immigrant is the story of the 
eldest son, Dom Pedro, left as reigning emperor, with his good and homely wife, 
Leopoldina and his notorious mistress, the Brazilian Pompadour Domitila; and finally 
The Native Son, Dom Pedro II, and his grotesquely ugly wife, Thereza, whose years of 
travel ended finally with death in exile as Brazil became a republic. Fascinating 
reading, if sometimes confusing with details of European cross-wiring, and the com- 
plicated inter-dynasty power politics. There is a good sense of story and character, 
and the light thrown on a period and locale in South America gives it added value to- 
day when there is great interest in our neighbors to the South. Not as glamorous, 
perhaps, as her Austrian settings, but fresh, vital, and a better piece of craftsman- 
ship than possibly anything else she has written. $3.50 


For Special Mention 


An important book on today, which will receive stress, DEMOCRACY'S BATTLE by Francis 
Nilliams (Viking); John Steinbeck's prose-picture story of the Mexican village, THE 

FORGOTTEN VILLAGE (Viking) Elisabeth Neilson's charming recollections of a lost Ger- 
many, THE HOUSE I KNEW (Houghton, Mifflin); and the new - and very late Pearl Buck, 

OF MEN AND WOMEN (John Day). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
May 15 


Cairns, Huntington, Tate, Allen & 
Van Doren, Mark - Editors INVITATION TO LEARNING Random House 


The radio discussions of twenty-seven classics by three liberal, elastic 
critics, in book form. The emphasis is sharply on the "greats" of the past who have 
contributed most in influencing thought; the nearest modern chosen is Proust. The 
authors believe that the "dialogue is essentially a form in which to discuss ideas” 
and here, in each study, analyze, discursively and freely, the central ideas of each 
work. I found that the talks predicate a certain familiarity with the works; I also 
felt that in many instances they were more to be heard than read; points are often 
not fully developed - the discussions are often derailed by the personalities of the 
speakers. But many like this informal way of presenting material often intellectually 


inaccessible - and will find that it is a very helpful supplement to How To Read A 
Book. $3.00 


“May-20-— 
Gardiner, Frederic M. CRUISING NORTH AMERICA — Dodd, Mead 


A where-to and when-to guide to the coasts, bays, lakes, rivers, canals, 
inlets of this country, (with certain northern sections omitted because of lack of 
reliable information) for those whose hobby is to live or move about on water. East, 
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West, North, South, routes, data, precautions, limitations, where to get charts - 
directions - regulations, yacht basins, types and kinds of waterways. Yarns, inci- 
dents, descriptions brighten it up - and there's more than enough for water-wingers 
the country over. Good plotting book before getting under way, excellent for cruis- 


ing enthusiasts. Illustrated with photographs and maps. $3.00 
May 23 
Haney, Kenneth -— Fd. GOLD RUSH BY SEA Univ. of Pennsylvania Press 


"A bit of Americana, the journal of a young American, Garrett Low, who 
sailed around the Horn in 1851 to California. Transposed into modern vernacular, the 
trip was a riot. Garrett Low had a sense of humor and the assortment of passengers 
would rejoice the heart of a Hollywood scenario writer. A lecherous, drunken captain, 
a Harvard Professor, Mr. Whippet and his 'bubbly' wife - who was looking for trouble, 
the Reverend Thorne who had a hard time keeping sin in place and the Barkley glamour 
girls who kept everyone hot and bothered. Add storms at sea, an earthquake, mutiny, 
and a spot of seduction and you still have two bucks worth of entertainment in 1941. 
Sea going human comedy, top flight farce and first class Americana." So says E. S. 


McCawley, and he should know. $2.00 
Williams, Francis DEMOCRACY'S BATTLE Viking 
’ A clear presentation of how the three great Revolutionary challenges to 


democracy, Communism, Fascism, and National Socialism, came to power, by a shrewd, 
often brilliant, observer and analyst. The author does an amazingly fair job in sum- 
marizing their records; he shows what democracy can learn and has to learn so that 
when the war is over, a European Federation can be organized. He shows up the errors 
England has made in the past, the various cracks in her form of democracy. He sees a 
new way of life which will bring greater security to the many, and draws up a program 
for a socialistic control of industry, transportation, unemployment and want, etc. 
Williams is one of the ablest Socialist thinkers, and this is an incisive and forward- 


looking argument. $2.75 
May 27 

Neilson, Elisabeth THE HOUSE I KNEW Houghton, Mifflin 

sd The wife of William Allan Neilson writes of her childhood and girlhood in 


Germany, and it is a rich, personal record of a warmhearted, sentimental era and people, 
which today is perhaps forgotten by many. The book is tranquil, graceful, gentle, with 
almost no external action and an abundance of description of customs and people and her 
own household. Her father, a liberal lawyer, who founded the Democratic party in Ger- 
many, attracted a good many artists and intellectuals to his home. In addition, her 
innumerable relatives helped to liven the days. Summers in Switzerland, in France, a 
year in England; people of all kinds and classes, affectionately remembered; early 
fancies, emotions, ideas. All this makes up a sensitive recapturing of days gone by, 
perhaps to be most welcome to older readers. $3.00 
Torrence, Ridgely POEMS) Jhkus 2? Macmillan 
Ridgely Torrence's first collection since 1925, containing in part poems 
which have been previously published. The first section is composed of war poems - 
others deal with history and legend, the seasons, general themes. There is little 


spontaneity - and little character to his verse. There is a conventionality of form 
$1.75 


and sentiment which definitely marks it of another - and past - generation. : 
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May 26 


John THE FORGOTTEN VILLAGE Viking 
} 


Here, in brief compass, John Steinbeck has worded and Herbert Kline pic- 
torialized the country of Mexico, in all its beauty and childlike primitivism and con- 
flict as the new displaces the old. In prose and photograph they have portrayed the 
constant experiences of birth and death, joy and sorrow, as it affects one family in a 
little Mexican mountain village. And they have amplified these constants with the 
"variables" of customs and moresand taboos. The story, to personalize the meaning of 
the book, is of a boy, Juan Diego, who sees his little brother die of a sickness which 
slowly infects all the children of the village - a sickness which the witch woman, 
Trina, cannot cure despite all her magic rituals. And of how Juan goes to the city to 
get a doctor - and the village, steeped in superstitions, refuses the help of medicine. 


The brief text by Steinbeck is a primitive, rhythmical slow prose in harmony with the 
This will be released at the approximate time of showing of 


Steinbeck, 


story and the pictures. 


the full length movie from which it is drawn. $2.50 
May-30 Hye 20 
Hanson, Earl P. CHILE: Land of Progress Reynal & Hitchcock 


An accurate survey of Chile's geography, history, government, culture, min- 
ing, and social advances, by the engineer-author of Journey to Manaos. The essential 
facts, simply told. Grace Line photographs are a special added attraction. Hanson 
misses a chance to do a distinguished Latin-American book when he fails to develop his 


original theme, Chile in transit. $1.75 
ere Oh Uday 2 


MacCampbell, Donald READING FOR ENJOYMENT Harper 


An expansion of Mortimer Adler's program, 


This is a disappointing book. 
Not a program for in- 


less orthodox in inclusions but equally dogmatic in exclusions. 
telligent planning of selection, balance, etc., in "reading for enjoyment", - not a 
guide to setting up one's own measuring rod by which to test the new as well as the 
Broad generalizations with inadequate application, rather pedagogical in 
presentation. Not that there isn't some good common sense-some excellent recommenda- 
tions - a fine basic library list in the appendix. But I doubt whether he will in- 
spire his readers to follow his lead (which Adler succeeds in doing up to a point) 

or even whether he will persuade many readers to pursue his argument to its end. $2.50 


classics. 


Saenger, Gerhart TODAY'S REFUGEES, TOMORROW'S CITIZENS Harper 


This is a study and explanation of the refugee, in an effort to clarify his 
background and problems to the American and thereby facilitate his adjustment. Who and 
how many are the refugees; what they fled; their first reactions and experiences in the 
United States; problems of adjustment and orientation, for young and for old. The 
typical refugee - whether individual, family, or community. It is interesting to note 
several factors in this study - firstly that there has been no economic displacement, 
there are fewer aliens today than in 1931. Secondly, the cultural level of the refugee 
today is of so much higher a standard that his americanization is far more feasible. 
Lastly, that the refugees (far lesser numerically than one would suppose) are making 
a great cultural contribution to this country. Clear, impartial presentation - based 


on a survey of true cases. $2.50 
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Richards, Edward A. & Rubin, 
Edward B. HOW TO SELECT AND DIRECT THE OFFICE STAFF Harper 


How to develop and maintain cooperative production in an office with few 
or many people. Simple rules on how to get the best out of all kinds of workers, 
stenographers, telephone operators, clerks, secretaries, etc. How to select then, 
train them, promote them and discharge them. Various types of tests suggested to find 
and develop people. Nothing new or original, but it covers the field of good personnel 


policies for developing human and efficient relationships. $2 
June 40 Las 
Lee, W. Storrs STAGECOACH NORTH Macmillan 


A picture of Middlebury, Vermont, during some fifty years, through the 
background of the author's great-great-grandparents' lives, as they created a new way 
of life. The revolution over, they used their unconscious genius and virtues to bal- 
ance their frailties and inconsistencies, and met their problems with wits and endur- 
ance, energy, creative spirit, and a workable philosophy. He shows - from sources - 
the place of the family, society, business, politics, religion in the community; the 
methods and means of entertainment, education, medicine, reading and communication; 
and how they all contributed to the community's self-reliance, lack of complications, 
and made for the survival of the town and the people from the beginning to the heyday. 
Patchwork with a pattern - full of bits and pieces of local history. Specific place 
interest plus New England and Americana appeal. ; $2.00 


_ ‘Fore Ber tb— . Syurr 2 ty 
Detur® + Ya dmerrcaA 
Cheradame, Andre BEWARE. AMBREGitet Doubleday, Doran 
Investigating the failure of France, England and Continental nations to 
appreciate the danger of the Pan German plans which, according to the author, (an 
international affairs student and writer) predated Hitler's ideas by existing since 
1895, this is a warning to America to watch out for similar ignorance, disbelief and 
pacifism. Point by point he covers the methodical betrayal by the press of France, 
peacetime battles won by sabotage, espionage, political corruption, terrorism, de- 
ception. He shows what Hitler has used of the Pan German plan for German domination, 
what he has contributed to it. He recommends various means of defense for America. 
Scareheady, reiterative, but in light of past events, more believable than at first 


glance. There are good points for America's alerting. Hortatory. $2-50- 
3, 32 

June 11 
Bagger, Eugene FOR THE HEATHEN ARE WRONG Little, Brown 


An intimate record autobiography, very personal, argumentative, and a 
little longwinded for my money. A “repatriated expatriate" tells of the "End Of Our 
Time" in terms of his own life, as he recapitulates a nine months experience in war- 
time southern France, second-thoughting on the straws that showed the way the wind 
blew, that no one recognized, underlining the indications that the muddle of French 
officialdom would lead to disaster. The book is very full of observations of an im- 
portant and representative region, incidents along the way of getting information, 
passports, accomodations, the exodus through Spain to Portugal when he and his wife 
are forced to leave, and eventually America. In a second section he tells of his 
earlier life - journalism and writing - travels - and his final absorption in the in- 
terpretation of history in the light of philosophical research. Too discursive for 
general tastes. $3.00 
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Wilson, Edmund THE WOUND AND THE BOW Houghton, Mifflin 


Edmund Wilson is one of the few consistently competent critics of this 
time - to many the outstanding. His is a faculty for the interpretative in conjunc- 
tion with the precise; his studies are at all times vigorous, animated, perceptive. 

He is rarely deflected by personal bias. There are seven studies in literature here - 
on very diversified subjects. Two are long, surveying and passing judgment on the 
voluminous works of Dickens and Kipling; Dickens whom he considers the greatest drama- 
tic writer since Shakespeare, Kipling, who failed to dramatize any fundamental con- 
flict and therefore never got beyond the short story successfully. Shorter appraisals 
follow - of Casanova, Edith Wharton, Hemingway, James Joyce, and Sophocles' Philo- 


ctetes. Important for school and college libraries, for public libraries, for study 


groups. $3.00 


Announcing for June 23 


Clendening, Dr. Logan THE HUMAN BODY Knopf 
Completely revised and enlarged edition, available at this price only un- 
til Christmas. $1.89 
July 11 
Price, James & McCoy, Samuel Duff JUNGLE JIM Doubleday, Doran 


Romance of the tropics, told with all the flourishes, this autobiography 
of James L. Price, an athletic star and a graduate of Alabama's Polytechnic. Start- 
ing with the Honduras Fruit Company, his first act is to trounce a bullyboss and 
from then on he recounts stories of Indians, murders, revenge, banana plantation life, 
his three great friends, one of whom had to head for the States to evade avenging 
families, activities running a store, his guardian Negro servant, the courage of the 
men under him, revolutionaries, cannibals, the jungle animals and vegetation, a trip 
to the mountain of the gods, and a vernacular story of Balboa's explorations. Good 


escape-with-me. $3.00 


Published - Or Almost 
Buck, Pearl Ss. OF MEN AND WOMEN John Day 


Here's a challenge to the modern American woman who thinks herself one of 
the freest and most blessed, only to find that Mrs. Buck places us below our Chinese 
cousins. She analyzes the relative positions of women here and in new China, psycho- 
logically in relation to life, the home, the community, the state, each other, and 
men. She then probes deeper into the basic scheme of American marriage and family, 
shows the defects of our educational sys em, and charts a new type of education toward 
freedom. Many of the points are well taken; many will be challenged. A book for 
thoughtful reading and discussion. Her name will give it an impetus to distribution 
that it might otherwise miss. (May 8) $2.00 


Boyd, James THE FREE COMPANY PRESENTS Dodd, Mead 


10 radio plays to embody the value of the rights, laws, and spirit of the 
United States, written and acted gratis over CBS. Authors are Saroyan, Mare Connelly, 
Robert Sherwood, James Boyd, Stephen Vincent Benet, Maxwell Anderson, Archibald MacLeish, 
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Paul Green, Orson Welles, and an idea of Sherwood Anderson's. A unique radio project 
serving to remind the public of its possessions as a democratic country, the ideals 
and the way of life they enjoy, and presentation in dramatic form timely patriotic, 
liberal minded themes. An interesting job. (5/5) $2.00 


-Luce,. Henry R. THE AMERICAN CENTURY Farrar & Rinehart 


This is a reprint of the essay which appeared in Life, together with the 
commentary by Dorothy Thompson, John Chamberlain, Robert Sherwood, and others which 
it provoked - in print and on the air. The essay is an idealistic challenge to America 
to assume the leadership of the world. Luce believes that the twentieth century is 
the American century - that America should not only be the fountainhead of culture | 
and freedom, but that she should play a Good Samaritan role to the entire world. The 
comments by the various liberals are diversified - from Chamberlain's criticism that 
this is a "high order abstraction" to Dorothy Thompson's enthusiastic approval. $1.00 


Hunt, Richard A. WHITE MOUNTAIN HOLIDAYS Falmouth Pub. House 


Recommended by one of our clients, this is a collection of mountain climb- 
ing experiences, as a guide, and shanks' mare expert, in the playground area of New 
Hampshire - summer and winter. There are accidents, blizzards, skiing, routes, over- 
night adventures, tourists, and the joys and pleasures of the out-of-doors. Compan- 
ion piece for traveling in that section. Illus. with photographs. $2.00 


Brown, Stuart Gerry - Fd. WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS Harper 


A source book of documents "expressing the evolution of our democratic 
ideals and methods" from the Mayflower Compact, in 1620, to a quotation from Thomas 
Wolfe. Declarations, court decisions, public speeches, letters, opinions (from 
presidents, historians, writers, statesmen) states rights, basic presidential prin- 
ciples, foreign policies, etc., are all included. The collection underlines the method 
by which free men govern themselves, of arriving at decision by free discussion and 
majority consent, and is presented for the clarification of the beliefs which have 


made the U.S. inimical to any authoritarian movement. Good reference, source book. 
(5/7) $1.50 


Gardner, Charles FIRST BLOOD FOR THE R.A.F. David McKay 


A series of stories of various squadrons of the British Air Force in 
France, from the time of the declaration of war by Britain to the evacuation of Dunkirk, 
as observed by or told to a radio reporter assigned to the air front by BBC. Outmoded 
planes, with which the British started, followed by superior flying jobs, the accom- 
plishments of the excellent pilots - against heavy odds, air battles, adventures of 
bombing and fighting crews, and damage inflicted on the enemy. Lacking the color and 
drama of R.A.F., Ayling (Holt, page 197) and Squadrons Up, Monks, (Whittlesey House, 
page 29) though interesting as another bit of insight on the history of this war's 


all important air force. $2.50 


Maugham, Viscount LI=Zs AS ALLIES Oxford 


A lawyer and Ex-Lord Chancellor of Great Britain amplifies the general 
knowledge of Hitler's mendacity by a record, calendar-form, of actual cases of words 
at variance with deeds; lies about intentions, about achievements, opponents, lies 
for home and foreign propaganda, intentional public lies, lies to preserve the pic- ' 
ture of a victorious, invincible Germany, about the war at sea, in the air, etc. Re- j 
veals the extent and quality, the method of attack, international hoodwinking, garbled 


untruths and boastful threats. Good propaganda piece, warning against ever trusting 
Pamphlet $ .15 


that man. 
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Hitch, C.J. AMERICA'S ECONOMIC STRENGTH Oxford 
Brogan, D.W. U.S.A. Ox ford 


In the World To-Day Series, here are two short, non-technical reports on 
aspects of America. The Brogan gives a general picture of the land, the people, gov- 
ernment, religion, press and radio, education, literature, diversion, emphasizing the 
unity that prevails in spite of the sectionalism and variety of the country. The 
Hitch is a picture of the economic organization of the country, assessing and explain- 
ing the strength in all senses of the word. Undoubtedly for better understanding in 


England, over here good for refugees. Marked with an easier touch than you would 
think. Each $1.00 


Simpson, Lesley Byrd MANY MEXICOS Putnam 


Not "just another book on Mexico". Thorough in treatment, lively in tone, 
this history by a Guggenheim fellow is an important addition to Mexicana. Its inter- 
pretations, founded on twelve years of careful research and observation, are never 
stereotyped and show considerable original thinking. The author often sympathizes 
with the Spaniard rather than the Indian, pricks the romanticism of the Carlotta-Max- 
imilian bubble, and recognizes that Mexico's way out lies in the schoolhouse and the 
plowshare. Though less comprehensive than Gruening's Mexico And Its Heritage, it 
merits a steady year-after-year sale. He's given an old story a new angle. $3.00 


Edwards, Ltd. Comdr. Kenneth-R.N. WE DIVE AT DAWN Reilly & Lee 


From official records, this is a history of the English submarine service 
and largely its record during the World War. The bulk of the book gives accounts of 
various submarines during the war - successes and disasters - the heroic action at 
Gallipoli, etc. Since the majority of the book was written some time ago, the closing 
chapters on the submarine since 1918, are to some extent water under the bridge. 


Authentic, detailed record, to whom it may concern. Men —- naval students - largely. 
$3.00 


Three Sporting Titles 
Aymar, Gordon C. START ‘EM SAILING Barnes 


” Of all the books of instruction for those beginners interested in learning 
to sail, this is ome of the best to date. There is no bogging down in technicalities, 
the style is simple and engaging, the photographs are graphic complements to the text, 
the facts, details, elementary lessons clearly understandable. The whole fills the 

bill for the amateur in any kind of sailing. Grand job. Illus. $2.00 


Jacobs, Helen Hull TENNIS Barnes 


Another addition to the Rarnes Dollar Sports Library - for an amateur and 
a not-so-amateur game. By a champion, it covers the court clearly and thoroughly. 
Illus. with action photographs and diagrams. $1.00 


Mefferd, Gerry THE CRUISING MANUAL Whittlesey House 


A practical book full of the information a prospective cruiser needs. The 
authenticity of this advice is guaranteed by the long experience of the author who has 
cruised 38,000 miles around the world. (He's the author of Hurricane's Wake.) Every 
year there are slight changes in design, opinions on rigging, ballast, sail, etc., and 
naturally a new book gives all the latest and best wrinkles. This means you can sell 
it to people who have similar books as well as the novice. Illus. (5/?) $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Bobbs—Merrill 

Melbo, I.R.- OUR COUNTRY'S NATIONAL PARK- 2 volumes - each volume $2.00 
Doubleday, Doran 

O'Brien, Kate- THE LAND OF SPICES- from 6/6 to 6/20 

Sackville-West, V.- COUNTRY NOTES IN WARTIME- Correct price $1.00 
Harcourt Brace 

Sayers, Dorothy L.- BEGIN HERE- from 5/15 to 5/1 
Harper 

Heymann, H.— PLAN FOR PERMANENT PEACE- from 4/16 to 5/7 

Leech, Margaret- REVEILLE IN WASHINGTON- postponed indefinitely 

Pearson, R.M.~ THE NEW ART EDUCATION- from 3/20 to 5/7 

Snavely, G.E.- CHOOSE AND USE YOUR COLLEGE- from 4/16 to 5/7. Price from 

$2.50 to $2.00 

Webster, E.C.-— PUT YOURSELF TO THE TEST- from 4/16 to 5/7 

Wylie, P.E.- THE ESSENTIALS OF MODERN NAVIGATION- from 4/16 to 5/7 
Houghton, Mifflin 

Agee & Evans- LET US NOW PRAISE FAMOUS MEN- from 6/10 to 8/?? 

Lania, Leo- Title from FLIGHT to DARKEST HOUR: Adventures and Escapes 
Knopf 

Hoffman, C.- SOMEWHERE I'LL FIND YOU- from 5/5 to 5/19 

Mann, Thomas- THE TRANSPOSED HEADS- from 6/2 to 6/6 
Little, Brown 

Mattingly, Garrett- CATHERINE OF ARAGON- from 6/20 to 6/16 
Random House 

Behrman, S.N.- THE TALLEY METHOD- Definite date 5/8 

Kober, A.— MY DEAR BELLA- from 5/8 to 5/21 
Simon & Schuster 

Gershwin, G.- THE GEORGE GERSHWIN SONG BOOK- postponed to 7/?? 

Ousler, W.- THE TRIAL OF VINCENT DOON- from 5/16 to 5/5 

Wolf, A.— PARENTS' MANUAL- from 5/16 to 6/?? 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR- MAY 15th to JUNE 1st 


May 15- Struther, Jan- Ed.- wOMEN OF BRITAIN (Harcourt Brace) 
May 16- Fetta, Emma Lou- DRESSED TO KILL (Doubleday, Doran) 
Pridgen, Tim- TORY OATH (Doubleday, Doran) 
Smith, H. Allen- LOW MAN ON A TOTEM POLE (Doubleday, Doran) 
May 19- Hoffman, C.- SOMEWHERE I'LL FIND YOU (Knopf) 
: Kapstein, I.J.- SOMETHING OF A HERO (Knopf) 
May 20- Benson, S.- JUNIOR MISS (Random House) 
May 22- Blochman, Lawrence G.- SEE YOU AT THE MORGUE (Duell, Sloan , Pearce) 
Rascoe, Burton- BELLE STAR (Random House) 
May 23- Williams, Francis- DEMOCRACY'S BATTLE (Viking) 
May 26- Steinbeck, John- THE FORGOTTEN VILLAGE (Viking) 
Stong, Phil- THE PRINCESS (Farrar & Rinehart) 
May <7- Neilson, Elisabeth- THE HOUSE I KNEW (Houghton Mifflin) 
May 29- Harding, Bertita- AMAZON THRONE (Bobbs Merrill) 
May 30- Rhys, John Llewelyn- ENGLAND IS MY VILLAGE (Reynal & Hitchcock) 


Please Add This Title to Your May 1st to May 15th Calendar 


May 8- Buck, Pearl S.- OF MEN AND WOMEN (John Day) 
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